sudden deaths there are scarce examples, to be found in

the Scriptures, upon good men ;   for death in battle

cannot be called sudden death :  but God governs not

by examples, but by rules ;  and therefore make no ill

conclusions upon sudden "death ;  nor upon distempers

neither,  though  perchance  accompanied  with  some

words of diffidence and distrust in the mercies of God.

The tree lies as it falls ; it is true ; but yet it is not the

last stroke that' fells the tree ;   nor the last word, nor

last gasp that qualifies the soul.   Still  pray we for a

peaceable life, against violent deaths, and for time of

repentance against sudden deaths, and for sober and

modest assurance  against  distempered  and diffident

deaths, but never make ill conclusion upon persons

overtaken   with   such   deaths.   Domini,   Domini   sunt

exitus mortis, To God the Lord belong the issues of death,

and he received Samson, who went out of this world in

such a manner (consider it actively, consider it passively;

*
in hfe own death, and in those whom^he slew with

himself) as was subject to interpretation hard enough ;
yet the Holy Ghost hath moved St. Paul to celebrate
Samson, in his great Catalogue, and so doth all the
church. Our critical day is not the,vary day of our
death, but the whole course of our life : I thank him,
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